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I am mi Atheist because I'm built on such Phenomena's iu> proof of Hod, nor Mowers, 



a plan, 

I can't believe absurdities, or make be- 
lieve I can ; 



nor birds, nor grain; 
No mind can act or thought can spring 
apart from nerve and brain. 



I an Atheist because I read within the 

word, 

That Christ eame not sweet peace to bring 
— but to set up a sword; 



For an eternal Universe is easier in Eternal energy exists, must follow cause, Because il 



eoioev lias 



brought to suffering 



thought 

Than one made by a self-made God and 

both made out of naught. 
I can't accept theology that's founded on 

a devil 

That was created by a God that does 
things on a level. 



But no eternal, brainless God's revealed 
in Nature's laws. 

T am an Atheist because I'm not a hyp- 
ocrite, 

Am not looking for influence or trade a 
"little bit." 



I can't believe one God is three, or that I'd rather be inv honest self and tree ti 



three Gods are one, 
That one lived all eternity and then begot 
a son; 

I can't believe pure virgins have babies by 
ghosts begot, 



think and speak. 
Than be a President and know I was a 

moral sneak. 
I can't believe '.'Atoning hi I," that 

scheme vicarious, 



It ought to be a crime to preach such silly Will "cut much ice" on that "great day" 



tommv-rot. 



and T don't care a "cuss." 



mankind 

Mure persecution, wars and strife than all 

things else combined. 
I am an Atheist because I can't make it 

appear, 

That Gods would "mock calamity" or 
"laugh" at honest fear. 

I can't conceive a God so base as lo con- 
nive or wink 
At « iteheral't. slaves, porjnjMgr, which 

make the Bible stink. 
I can't BOneeive a ••God of Wrath," a 

"God of Vengeance" dire, 
Who sits ami snitTs the incense sweet of 
damned souls in hell tire. 

l»ev. xiv.'t.ll 



I am an Atheist because I've never seen Who'd wash his vileness in the blond of an I can't believe 1 his hell idea--I can't a 



a God, 



"Atoning Lamb" 



a little jot. 



Or heard, or smelt, or tasted one, or seen Will steal the jewels from the crown of A lake of Hre and brimstone 'd be for 



where one has trod. 



every saint ho can. 



I am an Atheist because I lik" the precept 'Morality will damn your soulf 

true — iff right, just let it rain, 

"Do unto others as you'd have all others I'll take my chances with 

do to you." * Bruno and Ton. Paine 

I try my best to live up to this Heathen- [ am an Atheist 
Christian rule, ven here, 

I seek the reason in all things and don't And for "skyscrapers " never wait "to 



Esquimaux too hot. 
All 

Socrates, with 

ie. 

bi'. iiise I'd have my hea- 



care who "kee|>s school." f 



read my title clear." 



I am an Atheist because I say wit* "bra- But why I am an Atheist I can't begin 



to tell, 



zen face," 

I do beliovo that character is more than The world 

"saving grace." 

A 



contain the books, nor 
en hell. 
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Name and Aim 



Progressive Human Elements Considered.— Timely Review of 
Existing Conditions.— Science Has Greater Liberty 
in Europe than in America. 

(By Dr. A. Hausman.) 
The history of progress illustrates the old truth that in unity 
■ ies strength, — in division, weakness. 

Every step on the road to civilization has been preceded by 
many futile efforts, owing to insufliciont power of the p r og r ess 
ive elements, which were either inferior in numbers or divided 
among themselves, which amounts to the same in effect. This 
latter condition prevails at the present day, for considering the 
extent to which rational views about the world and its inhabit 
Mils have supplanted the old religious traditions, it seems rather 
Strang! that the beneficent effect OpOB our social institutions, 
which ought to be expected as the natural consequence, is so 
little in evidence. 

Most of the liberties we enjoy today were attained at the end 
of the 18th and in the first half of the 10th century, before the 
great mechanical inventions and scientific discoveries of which 
we are so inordinately proud, had been mule. It cannot be said 
that Darwin '■ most important discovery has resulted in any 
immediate social reforms, and it would be strange indeed if such 
was the case, because the material conditions render impossible 
a sudden magic transformation of a social order based on an- 
cient, deeply-rooted tradil ions. Hut in due time it will elTect 
.•real change*, and in science it has already revolutionized the 
basil on which scientific researches and theories are made. 

It is a remarkable fact that in Mil own country there has 
been le« social progress since the foundation of the republic 
than in most advanced countries in Kurope. where personal lib- 
cit\ ami democratic government have si -adily gained ground. 
Aside from I he splendid material development of this country, 
owing to its immense natural resources and their unrestricted 
exploitation, the government has steadily degenerated and lib 
wty is giving irajl to tyranny, which often causes the down 
troddM nations to wonder. Organized bodies lake advantage of 
OW defective method of legislation to acquire control of the 
natural resources and public utilities, making thereby the mas, 
of the people tributary to the few. 

The courts of justice do not protect tin- weak against the 
stronger; they are merely devices to give some individual an 
opportunity to acquire a greater share of the common wealth 
than others could obtain by more useful work. People v^i 
imperfectly developed mental functions and moral conception, 
but physically strong by organization, dictate to others how to 
regulate their individual life,- what to drink, what to read, and 
how to dispose of their time. Perhaps it is not generally known 
that our stupid laws leave the censorship of scientific hooks in 
rtftrd to their moral standing to the arbitrary option of any 
time to be denounced as obscenr and their owners fined. Tt has 
ass or fool who may have been appointed to such nn office by 
political influence. All the works on sexual diseases and espec- 
ially on the art of midwifery or nbstet rics, are liable at any 
actually happened that a citizen of this free country has been 
fined and imprisoned for having in his possession one of the 
best foreign illustrated medical works. Already have American 
publishers commenced to omit in anatomical works the pictures 
of certain human organs, which the prude, hypocritical church 



members cannot view without experi ing any other than the 

erotic sensations suggested by their libidinous, lascivious pro- 
clivities. * 

Science does not enjoy the same liberty to search for and pro- 
claim the truth as in some European countries, and as the in- 
evitable results it is badly mixed with fraud and humbug and 
used for mercenary purposes. Here in California, for instance, 
any humbug is recognized by the Legislature if it commands 
enough money to buy political power. The laws regulating the 
practice of medicine are stupid and uncertain, and instead of 
serving the purpose to exclude quacks, they are used to exclude 
legitimate competition for the benefit of certain individuals. 

All this is known to the |>eople. The news in the daily papers 
consist principally of accidents, scandals and crimes of all kinds, 
and the farces enacted in the courts, of which '.he latter are 
the cause. An appearance of righteous indignation is kept up 
by the papers supposed to voice public opinion, but nothing is 
done; the people feel their helplessness and pretend to consider 
the permission to squeal when they are robbed the greatest lib- 
erty they can enjoy. But not all; there arc always a few truth- 
ful, sensible persons who are able to read the signs of the times 
and know from history what will be the inevitable result when 
abuses are carried so far that their efforts become materially 
unbearable. 

The laws of society are the same all over the world; the evils 
arc the same and also the remedies. Ignorance of cause and 
effect, which finds expression in the various religions, is the 
fundamental evil which prevents man from living as well as his 
natural environments would permit him, and the first step of re- 
form must be the substitution of these errors by rational vievs. 
It is an eneou rugi ng sign that societies are being organized tor 
this purpose; they will do some good, but they could do more if 
they agreed upon a certain object and combined to accomplish it. 
There are at least four societies here in San Francisco pro- 
fessing to pursue the same object, but differing in some minor 
points, which prevent them from consolidating for co-operation. 

Especially the declaration of the Materialist Society: "There is 

no god and no future life," has been subject to criticise and 
is sailed "orthodox" by some persons who like to pnSS .is radical 
Liberals. In the face of the positive assertion by ihe shuroh 
that there is a god and a future life, withon: tiny tangible proof 
whatever, it does not seem presumptuous to mak" a positive 
assertion to the contrary, for not only are nil the facts which 
make us cognizant of the existence of a thin', injgSinili but nor- 
mal reasoning rejects such an assumption as impossible 

We are accustomed to express our strong convict ions by a 
positive or negative statement on many iwcasioltS when it is 
less justifiable than in this ease, because Bit attempt to imagine 
such a being as the Christian standard god of the bible leads 
to absurd propositions and is simply Impossible. Practically 
it does not make any difference whether NTS deny on' right the 
existence of this intellectual monstrosity, or fjive it the benefit 
of the doubt and say we do not know, it does not matter as long 
as we leave him out of our human affair.? ami do not atteu pt 
to hold him responsible for the mistslfOS and crimes of man. In 
the application of the false and unnatural leaching! of religion 
to our nodal life lies the danger and anv one working for their 
exclusion promotes progress, be he known as an inlidel, atheist, 
agnostic, or by any other name. The term "Materialist" may 
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be properlv applied to everybody; that <s what we KM and must 
be. because we cannot help it. 

But it is frequently conceived in a si>n si> iniils different from 
the detinitinn given by comrade J, lYlWM ill his 4tron^f -i n • I lieid 
reply to .Mr. .1. .Mattock, in No. ~>1 of the Blade, and it is not an 
uncommon occurrence to hear one of I lie mfcty philosophers 
(who have not the courage of .1 1'linno opinion and si i m to be 
a cross between a .icirhen and a J-'sml) lescribc a Materialist 
as a person who is sa'i-iied wi'li cum-,- Irinki ng. and denying 
god and then annihilate him- foi : ua.iiely i nly m mind and nut 
in body. 

Although a true conception of the world and its creatures is 
the initial st"p for the emancipat ion from the relics of barbar- 
ism with which our civilization is still encumbered, we must not 

imagine that mere knowledge is siiilicient to u< mplish thifl 

task; it is necessary to carry it out in justice or els a it is worth- 
less. What an application of our modern rational views signi- 
fies, is clearly demonstrated in Judgt Ladd's excellent article, 

"Criticism on Government*" in No. 59 of the Blade. It is a 

very gratifying) but unfortunately rare event, to meet with a 
member of the legal profession who still takes an interest in the 
welfare id' the people, and whose social consciousness has not 
been superseded by the callous, mercenary principles of his \. ca- 
tion. Only when such ideas as he advances and such reforms 
as he proposes are generally accepted ami introduced, can we 
look for |K'rmanently better times. 

While it is comparatively easy to point out the causes of our 
social evils and suggest a remedy, to induce a nation to carry 
out an act of reform is so dillicult that (as we know from h s- 
lory) an abuse is usually permitted to become unbearable before 
it is abolished. Every social Institution is of benelit to some- 
body, whose interest it is to maintain it, and as long as those 
who suffer by it are not Strong enough to force its abolition, it 
will remain. It is the lack of social instinct, (some would prefer 
social psychology) or rational patriotism, which forms the great- 
est obstacle to reform. We make a wonderful display id' patriot- 
ism against the foreigners, always boasting of our liberties and 
ready to resent any insult id' the Bag with the sword, but at 
home we meekly submit to being robbed and enslaved, and 
crawl before the man who says: "The people be damned." 
And the people have no reason to complain; they have no money 
for men to do the work necessary for reform, but they have 
millions for men who play ball or give each other black eve>. 

I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to make a few 
comments on Mr. A. E. Wade's criticism of the mental attitude 
of my comrade in arms, J. I'Yantz. If I am not mistaken, the 
three cases id' Lincoln, the Irish Saint and Mrs. Kddy are of- 
fered as proof of the existence of god and a future life, and 
under this sup|»osit ion 1 will review the evidence. 

(■ranting that Lincoln was a Spiritualist, what about it T It 
would not detract a particle from his merits, his works that 
made his name immortal. It is what a man does. m>l what lie 
believes, that constitutes bis value as a member of society, and 
if Lincoln had been a Mohammedan or Catholic, his deeds would 
be just as great. But all the same, his belief in Spirit ualisin 
would not Convince me of its truth. I want fads as proof. 

That "Joan of Arc" and "Holy Ann" heard voices seems 
not impossible; such things may happen in certain nervous dis- 
orders, but such hearsay evidence cannot be accepted as fact in 
the court of truth. 

Concerning Mrs. Eddy's work, I am afraid Mr. Wade pre- 
sents a weak case if the facts are not based on any better evi 
dence than "any sworn testimony in court." An oath admin- 
istered in court is nothing but an empty form, and Mi a means oi 
ascertaining the truth, a total failure. The word of an honest 
man cannot be improved by an oath, and a liar will lot be co- 
erced by it to tell the truth. So little faith have the fudge* and 



lawyers in this "holy sacrament" that they do not expect vvit- 
BSSSM to tell any of the "truth" except that which will benefit 
the party in whose Interest tli -y testify, and who often pay 
then, for their services. 

I believe our friend Wade is too boftssl for ' his w >rld, and 
believes ethers to be the same. Hut I SSSepl his statement that 
some people have been cured by til" application of Christian 
Science. There is a group of physical disorders caused by the 
reaction of the mind upon the body which may be relieved by 
employing Strong impulses and emotions as a remedy to correct 
the abnormal functions. It matters little by what means they 
are produced, and a sudden fright has sometimes caused a won- 
derful effect. These results of the mutual dependence and inti- 
mate relations between the mental and physical organs have 
heretofore been entirely neglected by the medical science, but 
their importance is being rec< gni/.ed and the matter investigated. 
All the miraculous cures of ancient and modern times must be 

ascribed to physiologies! changes effected through the Influence 

of the controlling nerve center. The BsM for this method of 
healing is. however, very limited, and giving Christian Science 
due credit for curing all cases of this kind that come under its 
care, there is no doubt that they would appear a poor offset 
oil ly Bgainsl the evil that has been caused by tie- absurd and 

dangerous teachings of the queen of dupes Mrs. it. <;. Eddy. 

To den] conditions which in obstetrics and surgery mean cer- 
tain death if not removed by certain methods of science, is 
simply Criminal or idiotic, and many lives have been lost and 
often health has been ruined by following the advice of that 
Conceited false prophet. I have seen the results ol an investi- 
gation of several hundred cases reported as cured by Christian 
Science, and it was found (hat tin se who were well .lid not have 
an organic disease, and all the results were unreliable, because 
the diagnoses were made by pors >ns who did not know anything 
about medietas. But the greater number who arc not benefitted 
at all by the treatment, or who die. victims of criminal omission, 
are never mentioned in those reports. 

I have seen some of the Christian Science "cures," — 1 dare 
say more than our friend, Wade, and while I have not the 
slightest objection to his proclaiming what he believes to be the 
facts, he can hardly expect me to accept that belief against 
what I know to be the fact, not because 1 read it. but have 
seen it myself. 1 have more faith in my own senses than in the 
revelations of Mrs. Kddy and all the saintly virgins in the world. 

Alameda, Calif. 

•(Bj denouncing the organs ami method of propsgstion, on 

which the perpetuity of the human race depends, as immoral, 
the believers cast reflections upon the creator who made them 
and charge him with being lewd and obscene.) 

Among the books reselling our offloc la one. ••Ti e Good, the 

Bountiful, the True." a book of poems by C. G. Brown, of 
Ithaca. N. V.. a graduate of the Northwestern and Cornell Uni- 
versities. The splendid little poem which appears on our first 
page in this issue, is used from it by special permission of the 
author, the work being copyrighted. The title of the book is 
also conferred upon the leading stanzas, while Kreet bought, or 

snti-orthodoj views, premeate its every page. While some of 

the poems have a personal note in their lines, the majority are 
upon general topics, and many bold thoughts are Isstsfulljf ex- 
pressed The I k contains 180 pages, with live illustrations. 

including portrait of author, and ">S pom s. There is an air of 
boldness in many of the thoughts given, which p it a decided 

charm Into the line-,. We have been pleased with the opportunity 

of reading it, and recommend it to our friends, lr sells for $1 
per copy. Address the author. 
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What the Christian Believes 



If the Christian Religion Was Right and True in the Centuries 
Past, It Must Be Right and True Today. 

(By J. Atwood Culbertsnn.) 

The Christian believes that 5913 years ago there existed but 
one immense vacuum; that in this vacuum tome place was a god, 
or the vacuum itself was a god. How long this god was a res- 
ident of the vacuum is not stated. One day this god took a no- 
tion to create and started out on a week's labor. Whether this 
crime was the giving way to the impulses of a moment or a 
premeditated afTair, has not been revealed or recorded. His 
first work was that of making the little insignificant planet 
commonly known as the Earth, which he made thu first day, a 
creating record which did not last long. The second and third 
days a few finishing touches were put on. The fourth day, the 
record breaker, he made the sun and moon and the stars also, 
a record which has never been equalled. The fifth day a few 
fishes and their like were created, and on the sixth day man 
and beast were made. On the seventh day he rested. 

The Christian believes that man was made on the sixth day, 
male and female. He also believes that man was not made 
male and female on the sixth day; that only a single man was 
at first made, who was blind. This blind man was placed in a 
certain garden known as Eden, where god brought unto him 
all the heasts and fowls on earth, and the man, familiarly 
known as Adam, named all of them. As Adam did not find 
among all these beasts an animal suitable as an helpmeet, he 
was |( n. sonie. Therefore, god caused a deep sleep to come upon 
him, and while poor Adam was asleep the i !l-wise performed the 
lirsi surgical operation on record and took from Adam a rib of 
which the female was made. This cutlet Adam called Woman, 
later naming it Kvc. Eve, like Adam, was also blind. 

Adam had been told that he could eat of every tree in Eden 
evr. pl of the I ree of know ledge, but there appeal? to be no 
record of god having told Eve not to eat of this tree. And a! 
ili.- ^..li. ilation of a certain serpent that had the gift of speech, 
Eve was in. lured to cat of the fruit of this tree, alter she had 
seen lhat it would make one wise, was pleasant to the eyes ami 
good as a bod (don't forget she was still blind), and al'ler the 
had ealei, she gave to Adam, who also ate, ami their eyes were 
opened, and they saw their nakedness and were ashamed, and 

they knew | 1 and evil. 

The Christian believes that because ..I the nbov.' crime com- 
mitted by Adam and Eve, all men are born in sin; tliat is, totally 
dqmved, and must die. In order to be saved and have everlast- 
ing life thev must be "born again", which is to say, believe 
unfeignedly in all the tenets of orthodox Christianity, and be 
baptised in the name of the father, the son and the holy ghost. 

To the good Christian there is no question about the serpent 
having talked with Eve, but when the serpent lost its speech 
is a matter of conjecture. At any rate, to acknowledge the 
truth of the Christian doctrine is to say that had Eve not eaten 
of the fruit of the tree of knowledge all her posterity would 
have been going about blind and naked idiots. 

According to Christianity, in a short while god became very 
much displeased with the inhabitants with which he had peopled 
the earth, and to erase his very serious mistake, he gathered to- 
gether a certain family, and a certain number of each of the 
two hundred twenty-two thousand two hundred two-two differ- 



ent kinds of animals, reptiles and insects, placed them in a little 
craft, which was about the size of a wash-tub as compared with 
some of our present day ocean liners, closed the one window 
and one door, and sent a flood. After all the corrupt people 
on earth, as well as the dumb animals, bugs and reptiles, had 
been destroyed by the before mentioned flood and the waters 
had subsided, the first complete menagerie was turned upon the 
earth. 

This circus manager was named Noah. The posterity of the 
Noah family proved to be no better than that of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adam, and god had to resort to other means to regenerate the 
people of the earth. To do this he sent his only begotten son 
to redeem the sinners of the world. 

The Christian believes that this son, known as Jesus Christ, 
and many aliases, was born of a virgin named Mary, conceived 
by a ghost, was crucified, dead and buried; descended into hell, 
and on the third day rose from the dead, and MMM five weeks 
later ascended into heaven, and now sits at the right hand of 
god, the father almighty. If a virgin would go to any Christian 
today with a like story she would not be believed, vtt Christians 
will accept this time-worn story without question. 

Further, the Christian believes that to doubt any of the 
above unreasonable rot, is a crime that should be punished by 
eternal torment. And in order to mete out sullieient justice to 
all those who do not accept the tenets of their preachings, they 
heli. ve lhat their god has prepared a place known as hell, into 
which all those who have not been regenerated, shall be cast 
and burn eternally in an unquenehing fire. Why do they believe 
such rot? Because in a certain book which they believe to be 
the inspired word of God, hell is promised to the unbelieving 
and heaven to the faithful. About this book, most Christians 
differ very materially, each interpreting it differently, giving 
ns the suny sp.rtarle of fallible man tiying to 'nterpret an 
alleged infallible book infallibly. 

Thfl hell idea is the most infamous doctrine lhat was ever 
inflicted upon a people, the \ery enormily of such i punishment 
being a crime beside which all other crimes sink into insignifi- 
cance. The perpetrator! of such a doetrino who dethrone rea- 
son and install fear instead, commit a crime against intellectual 
liberty of the first magnitude. And while Ingersoll has scared 
the devil pretty niueli out of the sermons of preachers, and 
turned a quenching stream of reason iijhxi (lie crackling fires of 
the Christian hell of fire and brimstone, the preachers of today 
know that they will have to capitulate soon unless they keep 
alive a spark of fear within the Ixisom of the people, and to do 
this they arc at work, heart and soul, to establish a hell of 
mental anguish. This in Opposition to the first conception of hell 
as depleted by early paintings where men aro seen writhing in 
a fiery furnace, while others show men in aerial (light, toward 
the golden city. 

If Christianity emanate! from an infallible head, whal was 
true of it in its Ineipieney should be just as true today. If it 
was right according to Christian principles to burn heretics in 
the lfith century, it should be right according to those same 
principles to. lay. If the Inquisition, thumb-screw and rack, 
Christian institutions, were right centuries ago, they should be, 
just as correct today. And if witchcraft had the sanction of an 
infallible church in the time of Moses up to the 17l'i century and 
later, it should have the sanction of the same institution today. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



5 



Hut why aren't all these things in operation now? Because the 
principles of Christianity do not emanate from an all-wise ami 
infallible head, and because the majority of the people have be- 
come infidel to such doctrines, broken away from the clutches 
of bloodthirsty priests and denominational sky-pilois, whose one 
purpose is lo fill the people's minds with fearful imaginations 
of gods and devils, collect I heir revenues, and send the poor 
credulous souls away soaked in faith. For this reason there are 
f>8,(M)0,000 non-church members in the United States today. 

We probably have a population of «)(»,000,000 people. Of 
this number the church claims about 32,000,000, Width is to say 
that only about one-third of the people of our country have been 
regenerated. According to Christian teachings that part of the 
32,000,000 who die each day will find eternal happiness awaiting 
them, while that part of the 58,000.000 who die each day will 
meet eternal damnation. Most of these :')8,000,000 people are 
pood citizens who have committed no crime against government 
or individual, but have committed the unpardonable offense of 
not joining the church and being baptised— "born again",— 
consequently, they must be cast into hell for all eternity to 
expiate the one unpardonable crime of not pooling their con- 
science with an insatiate Christian god and so-called Christian 
fellow-men. Can such a doctrine appeal to any leasonable or 
right thinking man as being justice? Can any man, other than 
those blinded by a cloud of faith und superstition, respect a god 
who will sanction such punishment f 

In our several wars many men have been killed and many 
more died of disease. It is reasonable to suppose that many 
of these men were not members of a church, thousands of whom 
were doubters or indifferentists. According to the so-called in- 
fallible doctrine of the Christians of an eternal hell of fire and 
brimstone (which they would like to discard for something not 
so infamous), these indifferents, who passed into oblivion fighting 
the battles of liberty on the sun-bleached fields of war, will be 
aroused out of the calm und peace of death, and their bodies 
cast into a god-made hell, reigned over by a Christian devil, to 
fry and simmer for all eternity for having been champions of 
personal and intellectual liberty. 

To perj>etuate this damnable doctrine, Christians are asked 
to and do contribute liberally. On Kaster morning of the present 
year, I attended church at (he Kpiscopal edifice at Sewickley, 
Pa. The congregation at this church is rich and "fashionable." 
The Rector in asking for his Kaster offering remarked about as 
follows: "Last Kaster our offering was over $1,500.00; this 
morning I want it to be $2,000.00." I have since learned that 
the offering was $1,824.8;!, and the Sunday Behoiil Mite Box 
offering $200.00 in addition, making an Kaster contribution of 
$2,024.83 for the cause of hell and superstition. 

On this Kaster morning the theme of the Hector's sermon was, 
belief makes the man; t hat no man is better than what he be- 
lieves, and if he was at any time better he will gradually grow 
to be as bad as his belief. In some respects this may be quite 
so, but let us turn the guns. He compared the beliefs of the 
Atheist, the Pantheist, the Deist and the Christian. He said 
Atheism breeds self-consciousness; that the Atheist knows no 
god, and as it is the inclination of man to worship something, 
the Atheist is a man-worshipper, and in denying immortality puts 
man on a par with animals; therefore, puts himself on an 
equality with the beasts. Pantheism breeds self-righteousness, 
us (he Pantheist's god is matter itself. Deism breeds superior- 
ity, as Mm Deis! puts god in some rem-de place from earth, 
from which place he rules the world. ( 'hi islianil v, he said, is 
a humiliating religion, which brings god to earth and associates 
him with man, and makes men bow down to the cross. What 
better argument could Atheist or Agnostic give in their con- 
tention that gods are man-crealed f He makes belief make the 
god. The Atheist has no god because he can find none and be- 



lieves in none. The gods of the Pantheist, Deist and Christian 
are just what they believe them to be, no more and no less. If 
their faith is weak, their gods are small; if their faith is strong, 
their gods are large. 

Again, if belief is a manufactory, is a belief in the Christian 
god, bible, heaven, hell, etc., an angel factory! What sort of 
justice is it that makes belief bring immunity for crime f Will 
belief bring to man a guarantee of an eternal association with 
the monumental church tyrants of the past and present, corrupt 
popes und maintainers of the Inquisition f 

But dues the Atheist put man on a level with the beastf Iu 
death, — yes; but in life, — no. The Atheist, Agnostic and Free- 
thinker know that man is superior to all other animal kind. The 
Atheist knows that the white man is superior to the negro, just 
as he knows that the thoroughbred horse is superior, to the 
jack-ass. The white man and thoroughbred horse are superior 
by nature, which are facts and not theories. Death is the great 
leveler that in time puts everything on an equal. The Christian 
is just as cold in death as is the Atheist, and with all the prom- 
ises held out by Christianity of a glorious future life, she drys 
not a siugle tear. When the shadow of death visits the home 
of the Christian, as many tears fall upon the coffin as on like 
occasions in the home of the Atheist. Death makes the Christ- 
ian see how worthless worship is; how remote the possibilities 
of a future life seem, and brings to him the realization of the 
fact that death is no respecter of religion, and that after all, us 
Ingersoll has said, "Nature creates without purpose and de- 
stroys without regret." 

What does the Christian believe? It is hard to tell; there are, 
so many different species. Why ? Because each church believes 
that it has some superior manner of worship and finds some 
special favor in the sight of the Christian god, who on "Judg- 
ment Day" will furnish them with a box or reserve seats in the 
theater of the Lord. If this were not the case they would join 
hands. 

But? listen, you non-church members, indifferentists and unbe- 
lievers: Do you believe that you have committed unougu wrong 
iu this world that should you die today a god would be justified 
in sending you into eternal damnation in a Christian hell T 

Any religion is as good as its followers make it, which is to 
say that all religions are man-made. For a religio.i to be good 
its maintainers must be broad-minded, liberal, honest men. Men 
or religiuiis are not honest unless they give all people equal 
rights before the law, reason and eternity. No religion, asso- 
ciation or society is honest if it ostracizes a man because of his 
belief or disbelief, so long as he does not advocate violence. 
Many people are better than the "ism" Ihey profess to believe, 
because they have been educated to worship, and under such 
conditions the "ism" will soon meet with a revision. "In 
Things Certain, Unity; In Things Doubtful, Liberty." Think, 
Christian, think! 

Sewickley, Penna. 



We deeply regret to learn of the death of Oeorgo W. Stivers, 
of Paris, Ky. lie has lx-eu a warm and ardent supporter of the 
Hlade for many years. His personal friendship for the lale 
C. C. Moore; his earnest efforts for the cause of truth; his fear- 
less stand for mental liberty, were true characteristics of his na- 
ture, ami his daily life, exemplary in ihe extreme, wus the 
strong. -I aruuinenl iu lawir of the eternal principles of Free- 
thought. 

The San Francisco Materialist Association has arranged for 
a Paine Centennial celebration, 'the P.lade will give a report 
of the meeting at an early date. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Tiik ChDBOB Was BaBUS ox tiik Io.\oi;ax< k 09 TOT 
PkOPU a.mj Has Always Bill OPFOSKD to 
BkUDOM OV THOVOHT. — JIkavix is 
IIaim'i.nlss axd CoiTMTMMT. 

(By Dr. A. Hauaman.) 

What progress is, ha.s been already defined in general 
outlines in a preceding chapter, and it remains only to enter 
a little furthor into the details of t lie process. Progress 
is tlie result of evolution, the change of one form into an- 
other, better adapted to the prevailing conditions. Since 
life is hut one continuous atomistic movement, manifested 
hy a series of ever-changing forms, each new one descend- 
ing from the preceding one, must pass through all stages. 
Man develop! from the original type of life, the cell, ami 
all the oharaeten and traits of a perfect body represent 

« additional subsequent ■oquisitions. All the accomplish- 
ments of mankind, called collectively civilization, are the 
result of acquired individual experience, transmitted upon 
the offspring, augmented ami inherited from generation to 
generation. Every individual has to past through the en- 
tire series of evolutions transcurred hy the whole species. 
A person learning a mechanical art has to begin with the 
rudiment-, which once at an early period of history, formed 
the whole of this art. Science consists in tin; recognition 
of Cacti and their relations, and its wonderful accomplish- 
ment- which we admire and view with pride today, are 
the result of the observations and laliors of a hundred gen- 
erations. The astronomer who solves the deep and complex 
problems of the movements of the celestial bodies, has to 
begin his studies with the four species which once com- 
prised the entire science of arithmot ic ; the author has to 
learn the a, b, c, before lie is able to write poetry, etc. In 

regard I • social institutions we find the MUM law of 

evolution. Among the gregarious animals we find a leader; 
the savages have a chief; the civilized nations a king or 
president, all from the same reason, the straggle for exist- 
ence. By Comparison with past times, we discovered whv 
we call the present a progressive age. ami as the essence of 
progress we found better knowledge ami increased use of 
the nattiral forces. And how was this attained i There 
is but one possibility, because a nation consists of single 
individuals: the progress of the world must be the restdt 
of the progress of single persons. One man studies some 

question ami discovers that the prevailing opinion is wrong; 

be communicate- bis ideas to his fellowmen, and rf a 
sufficient number have become convinced of the truth, a 
practical result will follow. Copernicus discovered that 
the prevailing idea about the earth's shape was WTOngi mid 
that the earth moved Instead of the sun. fact- whose im- 
mense importance is universally acknowledged foday and 



has secured the discoverer immortality in history. But at 
the time when he lived, he did not receive much credit for 
the great service he had rendered mankind, and (Jallileo, 
who held the same views, was prosecuted for having pro- 
claimed the same truth. 

History shows that every human institution is of advan- 
tage to some people who strive to maintain it from egotis- 
tic motives. The church was based on the ignorance of the 
people, and has always been opjx>sed to freedom of thought 
and the assertion of truth which must tend to enlighten 
the people and render them unfit for implicit oliedience. 
Hand in hand with the church went the worldly powers, 
who depend on the same "divine charter" of stupidity and 
brutality; still they have done more for science than the 
mass of the people, who has never appreciated and aided 
the efforts at reform of humane, enlightened men. They have 
lather acted like a certain dog who was cruelly maltreated 
by his master, and when a humane person interfered in his 
behalf, turned around and bit his friend. The people has 
never recognised its friends and the business of social and 
political reform has always been the most ungrateful avoca- 
tion ;i person could choose. Only three hundred years ago 
it was positively dangerous to tell the truth in regard to 
human affairs. Those that throve and prospered on the 
ignorance id' the people, church and government, would 
prosecute the reformer, and the people would stand by and 
see him beheaded or burned without moving a band for his 
rescue. These times fortunately have passed, but when we 
study the history of discoveries and inventions, we find that 
very few of the promoters of progress earned the reward 
their labors merited. During their life-time they were 
misjudged, scoffed at, or even prosecuted, and died often in 
poor circumstances; but a generation or two after their 
death, when their inventions had l>cen tested and found 
valuable, their ideas been discussed and found true, then 
their merits were conceded, their memory honored by a 
monument; people would s|M-ak with pride of them as 
their great men, and every good patriot would modestly 
credit himself with their deeds. People must have great 
men; their vanity demands it, and they OOttM ohoapor dead 
than alive. The (iermans an; particularly notorious for 
the mean, shabby manner in which they have treated their 
meritorious men. There is scarcely any invention which 
they do not claim for one of their nation, who died un- 
known and in poverty, but was a hundred years or so later 
rewarded with a monument by the grateful people. Not- 
withstanding that a poet has said that of all the earthly 

treasures glory was the most precious, because the name 
survived the body, 1 consider glory the |>oorest compensa- 
tion a man can obtain for his labors on earth. He lives but 
once, and bis comfort and happiness depend on the amount 
of money ho earns, the only token of estimation and ap- 
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proval a people can give that is worth con ton clip;* for. To 
■peak of the love ami respect of a ix-ople is all nonsense 
Seldom is a proverb ><> far from the truth as: " Vox I'ojmli: 
vox del," — the people's voice, god's voice. The man who 
littered this falsehood must have heen deaf to mistake the 
bray of an ass for the voice of god. What is public opinion ? 
A chaotic, incongruous mass of single minds, who differ in 
almost everything) except in one point : all want to make 
money as quick and with as little labor as possible. Take 
the population of the old world, the majority is uo more 
civilized than a hundred years ago; they do nor. appreciate 
progress nor do they accept it, but they partake of it*4 bless- 
ings because they cannot help it. In scientific questions 
it is absolutely worthless, but all the same if is the supreme 
judge; it has the power; it represents money, and is there- 
fore eagerly coveted by such professions that livo on it, the 
clergy, politicians and all sorts of frauds, who seek it for 
the sake of money and despise it in their hearts. 

Public opinion is worth the amount of money some one 
can make out of it, nothing more. We started out to find 
the truth,— about what ? About ourselves, about man. We 
had been told in school that we were descended from a 
noblo ancestor, a great ami mighty king, who rules over the 
universe, the stars, tho sun and the planets, the same as the 
kings on earth rule over land and men. And we were fur- 
ther taught that our parents had been disinherited on ac- 
count of disobedience, and for their sins we were condemn- 
ed to live a miserable life on this miserable, little earth. 
Our grand old ancestor took, however, still a little interest 
in his poor relatives and let them know through the mouth 
of a few chosen ones that he might yet relent and take them 
back to his divine realm, if they lived in a maimer ordained 
by his agents, but if they did not obey these injunctions 
they would go to a place after death infinitely worse than 
their present habitation. Thtse conditions were horrible; 
for centuries the country was reeking with the blood of in- 
nocent people sacrificed by the faithful to reconcile the 
dreaded god. At last a few people began to think and then, 
to doubt. If our great father, they argued, tinds pleasure 
in seeing his children suffer for deeds they have not com- 
mitted, he cannot be a just ami good man, and we cannot 
see any reason why we should wish to go to him after 
death. They examined tin* documents claimed to be written 
by the god and found them to be forgeries and the agents 
to l>e frauds. Hut when they told their opinion, the false 
prophets denounced them as bad men, enemies of the good 
lord, and the people, who were too stupid to think and could 
not believe that these few should be rational and free and 
the rest so ignorant and brutal, rose and slew them, proving 
by this deed that the few were right. Again and again 
brave men would rise for the sake of humanity, to be perse 
cuted by the church, until at last their number was large 
enough to protect themselves. And now we have searched 
tho records and find that the whole story of our noble de 
scent is nothing but a lie, and all the alleged divine docu- 
ments are a fraud Not long ago we discovered the gen- 



Dine, original records of our birth in the archives of 01 r 
Sged mother, the earth, which prove that we have no other 
relations but her, her creatures and ourselves. Since then 
we have given up the idea of searching the oniverro for a 
heaven: we have hell on earth and here we must ;dso look 
for a heaven. 

Hut what sort of a heuven can there be on earth '. Look 
around for people who are contented and happy,— there 
you will find heaven, the only one you can evei hope to 
attain. If you ask what is necessary for such a blissful 
state, examine the conditions, and you will see that some 
are indis|>ensable and others only relatively so. According- 
ly, among those who are denied happiness there are SCme 
who cannot be happy beoause they are lacking flu- essential 
requirements, and others, who possess all that is nee led, 
but do not know how to be happy. Everybody (i. ust, there- 
fore, try to find a heaven on earth for himself and by his 
actions he may help others to reach the same goal, or he 
may prevent them from doing so. For mankind taken as 
an entity, the highest state of perfection that "an possibly 
be attained on earth, would be to apply all human energy 
to productive labor, to conduct the struggle of existence 
exclusively against nature, instead of one against the ther. 
Progress punts that way, but how far the most advanced 
nations are still distant from the zenith of human evolution 
is impossible to tell. 

When we regard the useless wars, manifestation, >f hu- 
man imbeeilHj if which the animal is incapable, we may 
well ask how it is possible that such institutions exist, 
which demand the sacrifice of thousands for the imaginary 

benefit of a few. The errors of society are the error* of 

many, and institutions based upon them cannot be abolished 
before a sufficient number have corrected their ideas, which 
always must precede action. Investigating the evolution 
of mind, we found that the process of thinking is subjected 
to the same physical laws as the rest of the functions .if the 

body. It depends on the perception of facts through our 

senses; where they are wanting there is no I bought New 
ideas, therefore, require new facts; new tacts require lal)or 
to discover them and ascertain their relations, and thus is 
p r ogr e s s governed by the mechanical law of division of labor, 
Man cannot act without a reason (unless he be demented) 
and if he is unable to find a rational motive Tor his own 
actions, he will assume an Imaginary "ause; that is, resort 
to lying. Although it is a fact that in i war the two op- 
posed parties act each one lik> a dog or at least one of 
them) who is set on fo another dog for the entertainment 
ami benefit of his master, and that both are losers, even 
the victor gaining nothing that could not be obtained with- 
out the sacrifice, this mode of reasoning is never applied 
by '1* majority. The low, animal egoism of the masses 
finds expression in a foolish sentiment, patriotism or 
national pride. If a man says; "I am a Frenchman, 
American or Herman and am proud of it," he is an unmiti- 
gated ass. What difference does it make where he is born; 
Continued on page 12 
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A liBOKLESS ASSAULT UPON TRUTH. 

Inordilista vanity has ever and always, in all places and 
ill all times, in season and out of season, been the stock in 
trade of fools. 

To uy that Rer. Qeorge A Hough, i>astor of the Grace 

Episcopal Church, San Francisco, is possessed of ■ replete 
Itook of viinity, would be potting tin- case mildly, and he- 
lore we arc through with this castration, we will show 
that he is even worse thuu vain. 

Something bat been said about prevaricators being In 
need of good memories. At times they manifest a con- 
venient memory, hut the two adjectives do not convey the 

same moaning The professional prevaricator can remem- 
ber many things that never occurred and thoy take to lying 
just as naturally as a duckling takes to water, not infre- 
quently lying for the mere pleasure of the occasion. This 
trait in expounders of the gospel of the Xa/.arene is by no 
mrenil num. It is as common as fleaa at ■ camp meet 
fog. Paul encourages them in the art, but if there l>e a 
■emblance of ■ monetary reward i" sight, the* go right at 

the business without any enoouragB nl at all. From w*uit 

is reported, the Rev. Bough musf !><• classed in the latter 
category. 

In a recent sermon reported in the San Francisco Call, a 

copy of which has been sent to our office, be makes a raekleM 

assault on truth when referring to "Ingersoll's College" at 



Liberal, Mo. ; and uses statements in connection therewith 
not altogether in accord with history. As a matter of fact, 
IngenoU had nothing to do with the founding of the town 
named "Liberal," in Missouri. It was established by a 
few independent, enthusiastic Freethinkers, many years 
ago, and succeeding in the experiment of establishing a 
truly liberal community, where absolute freedom of thought 
and liberty of conscience reignt*!, friends and relatives 
were invited to join them. Taking advantage of the op- 
portunity, the unusual liberty afforded, in matter of 
religion and religious worship, the Christian element gain-, 
ed it foothold, and under its charter siiecessf ully claimed 
the right to build, establish and maintain a Christian 
church. This was done. The aims and objects of the 
Freethinkers who had settled the community were cast 
aside, and backed by the State, the Christians gained con- 
trol. Rut this is not the most grievous untruth stated by 
I lev. Hough. Speaking of the college which he denomi- 
nates as a "National Frecthought College," he goes on to 
say, as reported : 

"Its first president was a friend and classmate of mine, 
an exceptionally brilliant man. In three years this pet 
scheme of Ingersoll's was proved a miserable failure. My 
friend, the president, a sincere enthusiast, went lecturing 
about the country,, preaching his doctrine of Frecthought, 
ami ultimately went back to educational work on the strict 
understanding that he should keep his Indiofs to himself, 
lie was finally converted." 

Upon due reflection, after reading the above, we felt 
inclined to take the F.piscopal churches of America under 
our wing that the several congregations might not he so 
flagrantly imposed on by their pastors. When Rev. Hough 
i- able to come off his high perofa of morning great dignity, 
he will, doubtless, feel like asking to be recognized just 
long enough by honest men to apologize for his existent*. 
Can it Ik- possible that a minister of the gospel will not he 
truthful when dealing with an intellectual foe? According 
1o his own estimation of Frecthought, it is a synonym for 
intelligence, for does he not say that this "friend" who 
was also a "class-mate" of his, and the "first president" 
of the "pet scheme of Ingersoll's," was an "exceptionally 
brilliant man <" Hut mark the consistency of Christian 
advocates, they gave him a position as an educator, pre- 
sumably, because of his exceptional brilliancy, but he was 
well charged to "keep his beliefs to himself." In other 
words, be must lie a hypocrite in a land of liberty ami 
freedom, or starve. 

Hut, "he was finally converted." This is the climax. 
Upon that statement the curtain is rung tlown. The 
audience departs. The parson rubs his hands together in 
great glee, reflecting how successfully he has got the people 
fooled. Rev. Hough knew that his congregation did not 
know ami he also know that, being well trained, they would 
take no trouble to investigate. Christian congregations, 
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especially of the Fpiscopal denomination, are not prone 
to investigation. The error was in permitting such a state- 
ment to bo published and thus affording those who did 
know an opportunity to read what he had said. In his 
church Rev. J lough was safe. The danger came from pub- 
licity. There would have been scarcely any point to his 
fabulous story unless a conversion was alleged. To have 
permitted an intidel, who was an "exceptionally brilliant 
man", to have remained an infidel, would have done his 
profession no good, honce, the alleged conversion. 

At this point we are prone to ask Rev. Hough the name 
of the "first president" of this "pet scheme of Ingcrsoll's {" 
JJo might also state some of the places at which he lectured. 
When and where did the alleged conversion take place I Is 
this converted Freethinker still in the land of the living { 
Jf so, will Rev. J lough give his name and address that one 
may communicate with him ? 

In the first place, no ''National Freethought College" 
was ever established at Liberal) Mo. There was, indeed, a 
Freethought society which held regular meetings, and it 
had its officers, including a president. If this is what is 
meant, will Rev. Hough so state? But there are hundreds 
of similar societies in existence throughout the United 
States today, so if this one became a "miserable failure" 
what answer can Rev. Hough give regarding other and 
numerous Freethought societies organized since that time 
and in existence and operation now ? Assuming for the 
sake of argument that it was a "miserable failure," how 
many "miserable failures" are recorded concerning Fpis- 
copal churches in America. If such an argument is good 
in one instance, is it not also good in the other? 

Rev. Hough may deplore the "atheistic tendency of the 
age," but if the story he has related sbout Liberal, Mo., be 
true, be ought not to fool the slightest fear. "He was 
finally converted" bcs|>eaks a fearful apprehension lest a 
fat job should slip away from him. It is the solace of 
priestly fools, who, swing danger, shut their own eyes in 
the hope of not having to recognize it. 

Hut we spoke of vanity, and we asserted that Rev. 
Hough had his plethora of a very suspicious brand of that 
article. This we gather from the fact that he exploits his 
"purty" in the paper along with the report of his sermon. 
Judging from his physiognomy he ought to be planting 
post-holes in the dark of the moon, instead of relating to 
ignorant congregations incidents that never had any actual 
occurrence, selling the truth for a miserable mess of pottage. 

Such men cannot be put in the |>enitentiary, but if the 
Christian could prove his religion true, there would bo some 
satisfaction in knowing that somewhere in this universe 
there was a sulphurous hell where fiends howling lie, and 
that the warmest section would be reserved for him. 

A CHICAGO JUDGE ON EVOLUTION. 

Thero are innumerable instances wherein the prejudices 
of honesty are entitled to consideration, but the judgment 



of real geniui will always command a respect bordering 
upon reverence. It so happen*, however, that in this age 
of almost universal inquiry we cannot accept any man, 
however wise, as an infallible pope in the realm of intellect 
and declare that from his ipge dixii there shall be no anneal. 

We are not acquaintd with existing political conditions 
in the City of Chicago, but the niggestJoa comes to mind 
thai there might be a possible ■pproschment of an election 
for th,. office of Judge of the Superior Court, as viewed 
in the light of Mine recent utterances of Justice Kavanangh, 
who is accredited with occupying a seat on that bench at 
the present time, and he may be Making a re-election. If 
to sport and play with lines of thought foreign to his 
understanding and beyond his comprehension in an effort 
to gain notoriety by pandering to a sordid superstition, 1h> 
his chosen path to fame, he will find innumerable mental 
microbes encumbering his journey. Jurisprudence is one 
thing; theology is an altogether different issu-3. And yet, 
neither jurisprudence or theology can tolerate evolution, 
and both refuse to progress. Jurisprudence is so eternally 
bound up and behedged with precedent that if allows the 

past to invariably control the present, and as if by habit 
bent, Judge Kuvaiiaugh permits his bias for precedent to 
control his opinions on other ami different subjects. 

According to a report published in the Chicago Record - 
Herald, Judge Kavanangh recently addressed the Sunday 
Evening Club, whatever that may be, but we presume the 
character of the organisation addressed by the character of 
the utterances made by the person thus addressing its 
members. As a fact, this pettifogging judge opens his 
mouth, vomits a few sensational remarks and vainly 
imagines he has felled Darwin, Huxley and Ifaockcl at one 
fell swoop. lie announces his utter contempt for such 
creatures, and a far greater contempt for the doctrines or 
theories advanced by them. And, after all, the Chicago 
judge may be right, for the expounder! of the doctrine of 
evolution never tried to run in his class, nor did they seek 
his advice or content ere they launched on the world of 
intellect their views of the cosmos. Judge Kavanau^h mav 
know the law, but it is evident that he does not understand 
evolution. If his legal judgments are as far from the truth 
as is his judgment atient evolution, he ought to last on the 
bench not longer than his present term. Just read: 

"That mass of useless inferences, piled one on the other 
high, may pass in some circles as delightful scientific ex- 
position. In a court of justice, when the right to a pewter 
watch was at stake, judge, jury and lawver would call it 
rubbish." 

And so Judge Kavanaugh would quarrel with Science 
beeaUM it is not yet made perfect according to bis limited 
capacity to understand it. lie might as well quarrel with 
music because men sometimes produce a discord. On the 
other band, be is ready to accept that a virgin was con- 
ceived by a spook and produced divinity in the sha|>e of 
man. Were some young girl's character on trial before him 
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and >lio offered testimony of ■ similar character, wc opine 
Judge Kavanaugh, the lawyers on either side, end the jury, 
it' one were impanelled, would pronounce it even worse 
rubbish than the Chicago theologioo- j urist ]>ut s upon phy- 
sical Science. It would u<>t Ik? to our liking to Ihj impaled 

before .such i judge. rank prejudice would l>e g I 

grounds for ■ change of venue and the aid of the law to that 
end would be speedily invoked. Nor could we trust the 

ownership issue of the pewter watch to such an arrant higot. 
It seems that Judge Kavanaugh is unahk to realize the fact 
that truth will live in spite of nil ravings, even if it he 
contempt of the judicial prerogative for evolution to estab- 
lish itself without consent. Some years ago we witnessed 
an egotistical bull-pup bop astride the collar of an adult 

wild-cat, and the woeful result convinced us that judgment 

and ambition should blithely foot it hand in hand. After 
reading Judge Kavanaugh'a strictures, our opinion has 

bean continued. But read further: 

'"The moderate evolutionists, like Darwin, allow heaven 
the privilege of having created life, hut limit its activities 
to four or five progenitors among the animals and le^s than 
that among the plants. The radical-, like Ilaeekel, regard 
god as a capricious interfere!- with their theories." 

Any man who could give vent to such an expression 
might be expected to deliver a dissenting opinion upon the 
proposition that three times one makes more than one. He 
would l>e willing to denounce men of Science as mere ad- 
venturers, hut is unable to tell whether Jonah was a duly 
appointed delegate of the deity or an erstwhile Chicago jur- 
ist It is doubtful if he could discover an original thought 
without the aid of a search-warrant. Neither Darwin or 
Ilaeckel ever took god into consideration when making their 
investigations into scientific fact. If god reigns, as Judge 
Kavanaugfa appears t<> believe, then evolution is a frightful 

lie, and those churches now claiming evolution as god's 

plan, are guilty of promulgating what is known to them to 
Ik.- untrue. As opposed t<» Judge Kavanaugh'a assertion,, it 
is impossible lor any god to "interfere" with evolution, 
which disposes of his criticisms concerning Haockel, while 
Darwin snnounoed spontaneous generation and natural si ■ 
lection M die law of life, which cut heaven out of the crea- 
tion business altogether. Hut if "c'reation" lie i fact, we 
ought to he thankful that Judge Kavanaugh wa* not em- 
ployed ;ts a model in the man making factory. Such :i man 
would deny the sun beoau -•• < t its spo> i mid deolRrv love for 
a monster because encompassed with passion. 

It is a self-evident fact that this Chicago jmLc. will never 

set the woods <>n tire by reason of what hv know*, What 

he does not know would till a much largei book. There 
is a probability that he w >uld like to get back >n the bench 
again when his term expires snd that he is living in hope 

would deny the sun because of its spots and declare love u 
monster because encompassed with passion. 

Pitiful god! .Must thou really depend upon such ser 
vices ? 



Of course, Judge Kavanaugh believes that "design" is 
apparent everywhere in the boundless universe, and he de- 
elares: "If there be design evident in the creation of 
the universe we shall live again." 

Design! Where ? In the grinding poverty that exists in 
Chicago, under the very walls of the court house? Was 
there omnipotent design in the elevation of such a man as 
this to the judicial bench '. When the universe is but a vast 
-laughter house, each organism warring and preying u]hhi 
a weaker antagonist in the struggle of existence, can a be- 
nevolent purpose, or design, bo inferred even? Logically, 
this Chicagoese is but groping among the j>estilential shad- 
ows of an intellectual Dismal Swamp, mistaking shadow 
lor substance, and attempting to criticise his intellectual 
superiors by a questionable bid for notoriety. If existence, 
as it is now known, is the work of design, then the de- 
signer is an infernal monster, a bloody butcher, a gigantic 
criminal unworthy oven the association of an honest man. 
lie may do for a Chicago judge to keep company with, but 
■elf-respect compels honesty to turn the other way. 

With these thoughts expressed, we revert 10 the state- 
ment contained in the first paragraph hereof, and venture 
tin assertion that Judge Kavanaugh is not a genius who 
would command our resj>ect, neither are his prejudices en- 
titled to the slightest consideration, because they cannot 
be honest. 



THAT (J MEAT CONSPIRACY. 

Judge Ladd and other able writers, whose contrihutions 
have appeared in the Blade columns, have made reference to 
the Great Conspiracy, and this is especially understood as 
applying to the maneuvers of the professors and paid ad- 
vocates of the orthodox faith in adopting what may Imj 
known as Utility methods for the promotion of their own in- 
terests at any cost to jK-rsoiial liberty. 

We may rightly conclude that among these methods is 
B. secret understanding to compel, as far as possible, an ex- 
ploitation of their ancient traditions before the public by 
a prolific use of the daily press and to this end no effort is 
being spared. In some instances a pandering press is only 
too willing to comply with their demand, the better to fill 
the sails of an expected rich Argosy, and as a result we see 
columns of orthodox commonplaces in the daily paper, 
which pass by unread and unheeded by thousands of the 

American people. Some newspapers use this matter as a 
means to economy. Take, for example, the series of ortho- 
dox publications known as tho "International Sunday 
School Series," a weekly contribution to many newspapers. 
The mats from which these tire printed are furnished free 
of cost and expense, which saves the publisher from the 

necessity and expense <>f setting type, and they oome in 
handy us tillers, under the general belief that the religious 
clement will appreciate it and admire the paper and its 
editor the more for having used il. Did the editor know 
that to ninety and nine out of every one hundred of his pa- 
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trons such matter is nauseating, he would realize that it 
was simply a waste of space ami a different policy might 
ensue. Wo may, however, take it as a truism, that if the 
newspapers had to pay for the article and then pay out 
money for putting it in type, it would never get into the 
columns of hut exceeding lew of our modern paper-. 

Aside from this, reference might he made to tin; habits 
of many preachers, espeeially those of an evangelistic strij>e, 
who, from their pulpits denounce the Sunday paper, hut 
frequently prepare a synopsis of their Sunday sermons for 
the Monday morning papers, well knowing that the printer 
must lahor Sunday night to get it into type Honesty 
would impel a retaliatory denunciation of this as being an 
arrant hypocrisy, hut the indifference of the renting public 
is largely responsible for it all. But we need not, rest, here, 
for so anxious are this class of preachers for notoriety that 
the moment Uie service of Sunday night is over and the 
congregation safely in retreat behind the doors of their 
homes, this same preacher, who decries Sunday labor, hies 
him to the newspa|)cr office with his manuscript copy in 
hand and lays it before the editor with flattering unction 
that he has conferred a boon that is not to l>e estimated in 
dollar and cents. Careful instructions are given as to the 
particular part of the paper in which he would like it to 
appear, and an introduction is demanded which is laudatory 
of his "great eloquence" ami his "remarkable power" in 
spreading the gospel which "carry conviction." All this is 
a part of ''The Great Conspiracy" to destroy liberty uud 
enthrone the religious mendicant. These things are perfect- 
ly understood by the "profession" and not infrequently they 
conn- up for discussion at minister's meetings, when "press 
committees" are appointed whose duty it be to secure the 
widest possible publicity to their labors for Christ and the 
Cash. 

One glance over a collection of our modern daily papers 
will Ik- siiHicient to con vice any intelligent person of these 
facts. Take the antiquated details of "Week-day Sermons" 
prepared especially for the occasion J the sayings of this 
or that preacher Upon different (..pics; the reports id' meet- 
ings, etc., and the puhilc will know, as it must, that all 
these things have !>een "furnished" the press by personally 
interested agents, for no paper of any pretension would ever 
send a reporter to secure it as "Xow r s." Kvery orthodox 
convention, by whatever name and wherever held, appoints 
its special committee on publication, and these prepare just 
what is wanted for the press, giving details in many in- 
stances, that never acutally occurred. From ono to three 
columns of this preparation get into print for the, nam' pur- 
pose of keeping the preachers l>eforc the public! eye, realiz- 
ing that otherwise, nine-tenths of the community would 
forget they were living. 

Nothing desires, or needs, false notoriety so much as a 
fake. Taken from public notice and attention, a fake will 

soon die. The constant and Increasing use of the daily 

papers by orthodox superstitionists is for the sole purpose 
of striving to impress upon the minds of those in govern 



mental authority a notion that orthodoxy is exceedingly 
popular, and once such a condi t ion LI made., repressive leg- 
islation i- rendered easy. After this, wheel begin! to work 
within a wheel. The preacher directs ill this <o the atten- 
tion of i he politician. lie promises him votes and inlluence 

in return for legislation. The bargain is made. Liberty 
is bartered away and a nation's rights betrayed This cor- 
rupt combination cannot much longer endure. It may con- 
tinue for a few more years in fancied security, but the day 
and the hour will come when the people will revolt against 
both. 

In this great day, when right receive* clue recognition, 
the pandering newapapen that helped to make such condi 
tioiis possible will get caught in the maelstrom, and then, 
after us, the deluge. 

Bible and booze are the pet hobbies of Kev. Francis Car- 
ruthers, pastor of the l'resbyterian church at New Water- 
ford, Ohio. Nor does the jewel of consistency rest upon 
his brow. Condemning the use of boose by texts from the 
bible and drinking liquor on the sly was his long suit. But 
he has tripped and fallen. During the recent local option 
tights in the Buokeya State he made an active oanvai against 
booao. March 17th last, be was arrested ami jailed upon a 
charge of being drunk. His defense was, the liquor men 
had doped him. His own church people refused to believe 
bint, and now they have suspended him for one >ear on the 
charge of conduct unbecoming a minister. 

A lining companion is fount! lor I he preacher mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph, in illd person i>£ \V. K. McNul- 
ty, an evangelist hailing from Kinghamton, New York 
State. He was found stretched across the sidewalk by the 
police in Chicago, paralyzed drunk, and upon being locked 
up he admitted that he had been drinking, but allowed that 
the western hrand of corn-juice was exceedingly deceptive, 
and he had drank more than he had intended to do. lie 
was picked up at i* o'clock in the morning. 

I'he argument to be drawn from the foregoing is that 
some preachers are saintly saints at home, but 0000 beyond 
the limits of his [dace of domicile he lays aside his mask, 
hares his heari and beoomea what he really is. Denying 
to other men the privilege of regulating their appetites, he 
demands to be given the privilege of gelling outside all the 
red UqttOff he comes in contact with. 

In spite nl I lie scriptural mandate that wmnan mast keep 

bar head covered before the Lord, or when in church, the First 
Itapiist Church, al Elgin, Ilk. lias adopted a rule, which is now 
beiug enforced, requiring all women in the congregation to 
remove their bate, -lust wait until Paul gota a chance to put in 

a word, or alter all, are the people beginning to realize that the 
preacher is Dot really an almighty god, or divine law can he dis- 
obeyed without any wrioui eouccquoBM reeulting, la a little 

while other cxtravaguiices will get the marble heart. 
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Continued from page 7 

MAX'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY. 



ho has neither created the earth nor his country ; be has not 

made it what it is ami lie cannot change it. What reason 
has he to be proud of something others have done und of 
wliich be " iijovs tin- benefit through the accidental circum- 
stances of liis l.irth ? The laws of society arc the same all 
over the world and the nx st a person can do is to live in a 
manner that the OOUntry may 1m- prom! of him. Among 



a progressive minority this prejudice does no longer exist, 
and they judge a person hy a personal, not by a national 
etandard. For the ruing elasses patriotism is necessary, 
for they owe their privileged position to this stupid senti- 
ment. The subjects need it because they are 100 ignorant 
to understand the true cause of these social relations; they 
are proud of their nationality, beeaUM they have nothing 
else to Ik- proud of; it flatters their small, vain egotism. 
(To be continued.) 



"In the Shadow of the Cross 



Expose of a False Picture.— While Priest- 
craft Flourishes There Will Be 
FooLs for Christ's Sake. 



(Hy ('banning Severance.) 

Presumably many of the Blade readers 
|ave heard of the much-talked-about paint- 
; ng with the above name, for it has been 
■Tried about the country for more than 
>en years, proclaimed, as an inexplicable 
product of mortal man without supernat- 
ural assistance. 

To describe it, will say: It is a painting 
of the mythical .lesus, and when exhibited 
in a dark room a large cross, not visible 
at other times, is revealed distinctly. 

To make an interesting story for the 
credulous, it is claimed the artist acciden- 
tally discovered this phenomenon, and be- 
ing unable to account for it, never put the 
finishing touches on his work. He claims 
to have been so mystified that he could 
not do otherwise; but be was not so awed 
by the thought that supernatural forces 
had helped him in his work that he did 
not think of the money vulue to be gotten 
out of it. Oh, no; that came to him like a 
Hash of Inspiration] and the idea has been 
worked for more than ten years under the 
claim that the money thus obtained was 
for the Shanghai missionary fund, which 
of course, exerted great influence in its fa- 
vor, for all Christians are deeply interest- 
ed in the souls of Chinamen and their 
salvation. There is no doubt it has been 
a> good ns a gold mine, for thoiismd and 
thousands of people have paid to see it 
and are still paying; and over three hun- 
dred sermons have been if Voted to its 
wonders and mysteries, so it has not laek- 
ed lor advertising. And furthermore, a 

wager of $. r >,ooo (without putting up the 

money) has been made by eilous parties 
that no person could duplicate <t. Rut 
it hns been duplicated by Bishop Cnnisi n, 
the noted cxposer of lake mediums and 



clairvoyants; and he is now exhibiting his 
duplicate in this city, with Illiniums paint 
to account for the other fellow's miracle. 
The press, favorable to such fakes, has 
published such rot as this: ''The painter 
has been offered fabulous sums to repro- 
duce the picture, but though he has w. rked 
hard constantly and continuously for a 
year, he has utterly failed to obtain any 
luminosity whatever." 

Yet Garrison got busy and in a few days 
he excelled the miraculous painting by 
improving on it. With one exception, the 
press of this city is notably silent on Gar- 
rison's exposure, but he has located on 
one of our main streets, with two good 
talkers from the Liberal Club to assist 
him, he is attracting considerable atten- 
tion from the public, and his work bus 
caused the managers of the fake picture 
to present it to visitors in a much more 
modest manner. In a visit to the "real 
thing" yesterday. I found them rather 
testy and not inclined to talk about the 
picl are; ad when the man in ehurge of it 
made his usual address to the sight seers, 
he said: 

♦'I present this picture as a curiosity, 
and if the word miracle is applied to it, it 
is in the sense used by Webster's diction- 
ary— a wonder, or wonderful thing;" and 
he furthermore requested that every one 
refrain from expressing an opinion of the 
picture while in the room, no matter what 
it might be. 

When such fakes as this enn be worked 
in this, the 80th century, it is not flatter- 
ing to general intelligence; and when we 
see the press and the pulpit working to- 
gether to bamboozle the simple-minded and 
the credulous, it produces dlogiwl thai is 
too ^reat to find expression in words. It 
is not surprising that during the thousand 
years the world stood still, the masses bis 
lieved implicitly in reHgioue humbugs, but 
how (hey can in Ihese days of light and 
knowledge is a marvel; but people who 
think and reuson clearly and who 



the value of common sense, ire not found 
save in rare exceptions, where theological 
nonsense perverted their minds «in child- 
hood. 

So while priestcraft flourishes we will 
have "fools for Christ's sake" in unlimit- 
ed numbers. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 



THE JOCUND AND CHURCH 
REVIVALIST. 



(By J. E. Burkhart.) 

You may have been converted 

And you may have some acquaintance 

And seen demons in the air, 

With the resurrection scare; 
But brother of Dame Nature, 

Shake nightmare from your mind, 
Stir up your innate courage, 

Your headlight's on behind. 



You may be full of 

And prayed a lot 
But it's best to tell 

That you were on 
Now don't forget to 

It's Christian-like 
And then you'll feel 

That you are saved 



spirits, 
at night, 

the people 
a "tight." 
say it, 
to tell. 

persuaded 

from bell. 



In the midst of Christian habits, 

It's hard to call it sin, 
But you're none the less a hero 

Should you elevate your chin. 
Then face I he caustic glances 

Of the prayerful ones you know, 
The thinking ones will trust you 

When you let Superstition go. 



Wants Extra Copies 



MODESTO, CALIF.— Isemssd please 

find I80| lor which kindly send me a copy 
of the Blade of the issue of I'Vbruary 28. 
March 7lh and March I lib. I have a copy 
of February 21st, containing the lirst in- 
stallment of the poem, "Death," and 
desire the other three installments.- LAW- 
BENCE BROAD WELL. 
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sample copy that I may not deal any more 
harshly with the question than the policy 
• »f your paper will warrant. — HARVEY 
W. JACOX. 



Discusses aciennnc lopics. 

KANAWHA FALLS, W. VA.— Please 
send me two or three extra copies of Blade 
of May 16th. My article in that number 
"The Evolution of a Planet," is based on 
I lea Id's "Procession of the Planets" the- 
ory, which, while ridiculed by many or- 
thodox scientists and astronomers of the 
old school, seems to me a more rational 
and plausible theory of the origin' of plan- 
etary systems than the nebular theory, or 
the ring theory as we might term it. The 
glacial period through which our earth is 
conceded to have passed many 'thousands 
of years ago, it seems to me is a striking 
proof, or at any rate a strong argument, 
in favor of the idea that planets move in- 
ward toward the sun with increasing or- 
bital speed. I expect to send you later a 
short article on this subject. I hope you 
will feel quite free to dump any of my 
stuff into the waste-basket that you do not 
consider of sufficient interest or benefit to 
publish, except when T request return of 
it when not used. I take it that the Blade 
circulates chiefly among and is read mostly 
by avowed Freethinkers (unorthodox 
people). Many really good church people 
think it is a sin even to read an avowed 
Pratt bought, or as they call it "infidel" 
paper. Might it not be well to make the 
Blade I little more of a weekly news and 
family paper, but a thoroughly independ- 
ent one. retaining all its present features 
and policies, but adding thereto a brief 
summary of the important news of the 
week, some miscellaneous literature suit- 
able for the young and old in the family. 
It seems to me that this would commend 
the paper to a wider circle of readers. 
Some would take it for its Freethought, 
anti-orthodox matter and MM for its 
news, educational and miscellaneous mat- 
ter. Incidentally the gospel of Free- 
thought would be brought to the notice of 
this last named class, and probably cause 
them to investigate and think for them- 
selves. We don't want to teach anything 
but truth and what is at least reasonable, 
and this is bound to prevail sooner or lat- 
er, and Freethought become as popular as 
orthodoxy now is.— J. 0. WATKINR. 

For Campaign Purposes. 

TULAROSA. TRW— Will you please in- 
form me whether you could print me 100 
copies of the article entitled "Prayer An- 
swered", which appeared in issue of Mar. 



14th. I find it a very good propaganda" 
article. What would it ootl per 100 to 
print T If printed, 1 would like it in sheet 
form, that it might be posted in public 
places. I enclose herewith some comments 
on the teachings of the churches, that "In 
the Beginning God Existed. I do not 
know whether you will consider them 
worth giving to your readers or not, but 
they express my condensed views on the 
subject. Long live the Blade! 

COMMENTS. 

"In the Beginning God alone existed." 

The author of the above evidently had 
not advanced far enough to recognize the 
fact that all matter moved in cycles. But 
if God alone existed, then God and Nature 
must be one and the same, as Nature w.is 
and is hound to exist at all times; and as 
there never could have been a beginning 
in the sense intended above, then Nature 
must have existed at all pre\ious periods 
of time. As matter exists and is inde- 
structible, God must be matter which is 
the visible manifestation of Nature; 
therefore matter has always existed in 
some of its various forms and was never 
created, as something cannot be made 
from nothing. 

Now, matter being Nature (natural) or 
God, if we should worship anything we 
should worship all Nature by studying her 
ami her laws as manifest around us every- 
day . 

But Nature and Qod being one and the 
same, man is a part of God. and he makes 
himself ridiculous by begging whole, which 
includes himself, to protect him from the 
wrath of the whole, or of any part thereof. 
— WM. J. 1IOWERTGN. 



Send Them When Ready 

CALEDONIA. Mini. 1 herewith en- 
close to you two clippings from April 11, 
'08. and April 24. 00, issues of the Pro- 
gressive Thinker, from my pen. thinking 
you might wish to copy portions of them. 
I beg to explain that owing to (lie extreme 
difficulty of getting such articles published 
in journals which reach the mass of the 
people, resort must be had to organs more 
restricted in purpose than to please Un- 
common herd of itching cars— hence niv 
mention of spiritism in these articles, 
when personally I am not an advocate of 
modern spiritualism. Could you use an 
article from my pen, especially written for 
your paper, dealing with Romanism as a 
political question T If so, please send 



We Adopt This Suggestion. 

MARSHALL. ILL.— It is not for me to 
dictate what or what not shall be your 
business policy, but I know from experi- 
ence that in rural communities like my 
own. it is very hard, almost impossible, to 
get clubs of five for the Blade. T suggest 
that if you can possibly do s>o, that new 
subscriptions be taken at $1.00, regardless 
of the number sent in. I can foresee no 
other way to double the circulation of the 
Blade. What few subscribers you have 
here you owe to my interest in the Blade. 
I think I could pick up a new one now and 
then at $1.00. but in fives is practically 
out of the quest i. hi. Once we can get them 
I think we can hold them. What condi- 
tions are true here, no doubt exist else- 
where. I hope to see something relative 
to the matter in the Blade.— J. H 
SCWARTZ. 



for Samples 

ALTOONA. PA.-For the enclosed 2f,c. 
will you kindly mail me a few samples of 
the Blue Grass Blade, and oblige?— Wit 
D. GABLE. 



Sends for Two Years. 

DIAMOND. PA.-Et.closed please find 
$.1.00 to apply on my subscription to lilade 
up to . I line, 1010. Please excuse me for 
Mf looting this. If I live until the 22nd of 
this month I will he SI years old (or rath- 
er 81 years young); perhaps that may 
have something to do with my neglecting 
to renew when I should have done it. I 
have taken the Blade for a long time, and 
MM MM a Freethinker ever since I was 
H 10 years of Bfft Have read and 
thought a great deal on the matter. I 
have good health and enjoy life. All I 
wish to live for now is to see the world 
improve and people become more happy. 
If you have the Blades on file, turn to vol- 
ume 16, number .14. of Sunday. N'ovember 
25, 1000. and there you will find a piece 
lieaded "A Pleasant Sunday. Titusville. 
Pa.." that gives a fair statement of niv 
life and surroundings. —J. IF. ALCORN. ' 




WANTED— Boys and Girls 



to sell 24 Jewelry Novelties at 10c 
each, and get tlii* dandi ~ 

Suitor other Premiums 
money lo-ilav. Send 
address. 

The Arvidson' Novelty Co. 
230-33 McClelland Jldi Lexington, Ky. 



ovelties at 10c 
iid uamo and 
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The Work and Ways of Literary Folk 
VAGABONDA 

Bold by Subscription $1 per year 

VAGABONDIA is an illusl rated month- 
ly BMgMine devoted to people who write 
and draw tilings,— Authors, Playwright! 
and Illustrators. 

EACH I88UB contains interesting arti- 
cles on the personalities of literary IBM 
and women Human Interest Biographical 
Sketches, Appreciations and Estimates of 
all the present day writers and their work 
■ — stories of their hobbies and recreations 
— thrilling mounts of literary successes, 
—unconventional photographs of authors 
and their homes, with glimpses of their 
workaday life,— Criticisms, Short Stories 
and Literary News, — Contributions by well 
known writers on It b.jccts having to do 
with ever;, form of literary composition, 

Including the novel, playwright nig, et., 

EVERYONE engaged in literary work 
or curious about literary people will find 
Vagabondia interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to the literary worker. 

VAGABONDIA is in a class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illustrators' 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Hook Review*, Matrazine News. Publish- 
ers' Notes ami Announcements. 

VAGABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 

1411 Security Trust Pig, Chicago, III. 



Give E'm Fits. 



That's what " i HE 

■carlbt shadow,' 

Walter Hurt s (treat rad- 
ical novel, dojs to the 
Coices of bigrotry ami su- 
perstition, And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
goaded by the churcl 
•leinent, Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
lovel of this decade has 




bitterly denounced by 
orthodox crltlca —which 
Is sufficient p-oof that It 
Is all right It has cre- 
ated a tensatlon In con- 
aervatlve circles and 
aused consternation 
among the clergy 

It Is enthuslaattcall: 
endorsed by leadlnf 
Freeit Milkers through- 
out the world. You at 

know how Hurt can write and In this boo! 
he la at Ida best. It Is an ciegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
422 pages, printed on liea.y egg-shell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price 11.60. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 



Murray's Clearance Sale 

Hymn's "Forbidden Fruit," Paul Berte 
Jesuit Morals," Tolstoi's "Root of Evil." 
Sileox's "Sacrtdness of Man," "Livingston 
and tbe Boers," Murray's "British Land- 
lord" "Moses and the Prophets." "39 
Propositions of a Pagans Religion," "The 
Open Challenge," "Ten Commandments," 
B hie Texts, etc., etc. The total retail 
price of the lot conies to 60 cents. I will 
send the whole together, postpaid, for 25 
Bests, These pamphlets will suit the fol- 
lowers of Voltaire, Thomas Paine and Aris- 
totle. They will not please Atheists. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
246 St. James St.. Mtntreal. Canada. 

POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 




Cincinnati 



Knoxville 



Savannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
/icksburg 

Shreveport 

New 
and 
Texas Points 
For rates and printed matter, ad- 
dress 

W. 0. Rinearson, G P. A., 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business in Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 

TUP PROCESSION of PLANPTS 

I I** - IS THtf CRtAT M.W BOOK. IF YOU *^ * " 
sonde, why the Einh moves, write to Ike minor for s 

'iscrlottnn ot Hill shows the true mollonsol miner. Address 
iRANKUNII.HlALD, M.nooA, 10S ANCUtS. California 




NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
JUST OUT! 

FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these songs for the 
benefit of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not wish to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 

BILL'S fWENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It U a personal 
I department In the WHKKl, 
tor LIKE that grows on you 
lYou And yourself waiting 
■with Interest for what "Bill" 
■ has to say next. 

'"rtN flMBRIGrtN 

MrtDONNfY' I» a ser- 
ial running In the W H I.I.I. 
"BILL" * OF LIKE. It Is written by 
Mary Ives Todd, theablest wrlterof IJbe 
flction since Urant Allen, and Is a bea " 
presentation of the essentially m 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

TUB WHBBL OP LIFE. 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OK1UIN8, the origin of Marriage, of Ethics, 
of Religion, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
tbe whole Wheel of Life, treating all subjects 
In such a clear, plain and spicy way that the 
dust Is shaken out and tbey become as In- 
teresting as a novel to even the casual 
reader. Bend lOcentsfor a six months' trial 
subscription or a uuarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of "A LITTLE BROTHER OK THE 
RICH." sent without extra charge with a 
* months' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
OK LIKE. Address 

tj FE PUB. CO., Desk A, 8t Louis, Ma 



Naumans Orchestra 

K. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 
or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added If Desired. 
Over 500 pieces of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 



Phone 128 1-2. 
8IGOURNEY, • 



IOWA. 



$2,000.00 SALARY! 

WANTED. — The Church of Human- 
ity wants a competent lecturer and organ- 
izer to do field work in teaching the dis- 
eovatiM that no real god exists and that 
death ends life forever; and to organize 
(hose who learr. them into local branch 
churches. A salary of $2,000 annually is 
offered for the services of a man or wom- 
an competent to fill the position. For par- 
ticulars, address 

W. H. KERR, 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



IB 



Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, Science an* Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - - - J. Spencer Bills. 
Published at I86V1 Queen St. West, To 
ronto. Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
18P>4 Queen SL West. Toronto. Con. 
AH Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc.. should be addressed— 
C. M. ELLls, Proprietor an 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 

What can be nicer and more suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted In Ring. Pin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for $10, $20 
and up. They are Indestructible, a joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve In Its orbit; neither do they 
jver depreciate In value. Or a Gold Watch, 
which Is useful during life, as well as 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHE8 

I>arge (6) size Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-filled, hunting case; latest 
style, artistic hand-cnased. 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
jewels, $11; 16 jewels, adj., $15. Small 
(0) size, 7 jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, $13; 1« 
jewels, adj.. $18. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case. $10 to $20 more. All in 
velvet box, prepaid, wl -uarantee. Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAINS, FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 
Latest styles, best filled. $2, !3, $4 and $5. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'8 WATCH 

Small (12) size. Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engine-turned." gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
"Genl Stark, 15 Jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand." 17 jewels, adjusted. $1. 50; "John 
Hancock." 21 Jewels, extra fine. $29.00. In 
open face screw case, $1.00 U ss. Also, in 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated, Jewelry. Rings, Silverware, .n- 
gersoll Spoons. Freethought Badges, Opti- 
cal Goods. Ring Ouage, and my tract. "The- 
ism In the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETT8TEIN. 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 




SEEDS 



Fresk, 

Guaranteed to Pltaie 

Every Gardener and 
Planter ahould test the 
au parlor n.er'.ta of QUI 
MortbernOrown SeedH. 
SPECIBL OFFER 

FOR lO CENTS 

we will aend poatpald oar 

^ FAMOUS COLLECTION 
i pk ( . so 11.7 tmm .... so* 

I pl(. IVi.w.. Huh* . . • • M* 

I , t«. H«IM;r.«l.. C.UrT . • a SOa 

1 |.k>. t »r,.. h,..l i . . .11* 

I |.k*. r.ll.rUa ■•rkrt Uttaaa ... 10a 

Um 11 Vari.iui Skat*. Imwm . » Sea 



parking ana rac.iv. in« amiv. • iam.ui. i .mantion, 
g.th.r with out K.w and ln,tnicti». cl.rd.n Ould.. 



"The Woman and 



8END 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

flea Id's Religious Stickers 

The same being short Quotations front 
"Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless- 
ed Savior." "Baalam's Ass." "Mary Christ", 
Our Friend, the Devil," and other person- 
ages of sacred memory. 

These are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good In spreading the "ijlad tid- 
ings of great joy." 
Until April I, 1909. address— 

FRANKLIN HKALD. 

Circleville, Ohla 



The Prospector" * Yob Believe 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be In the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
US 10 cents. A. M. PARKER. 

FREE TRIP to de 
PACIFIC COAST 




£33 



reach of every 



•ee the FAR 
Sample Copy. 

For full 

Sunset 

16 Flood 



ARE YOU ONE 

of the many thous- 
ands who want to 
thiaWon- 
? ? ? ? 

SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

ha. instituted a new 
department, whose 
special work it is 
to put within the 
one an opportunity to 
WEST. Write for 
It || i: t: :: t: 

particulara addrcaa 



Travel Club 

San Francisco, Cal. 



WATER-POWER MOTORS 

WATERFAN8. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 
Cleveland-So. Brooklyn, Ohio. 



That We Humans are as Important at 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown-ups," 
and even ihe Children, should know av*. 
much about ourselves ns> we know abo* 
Fl*he*. Flower* nn I Fiogs? 

Dp yon believe In Better IV'geny. a More 
Klevnted Race p.r.ywayV 

If so. P"nd 2 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at «49 South Mali 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial three month, 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3t 
cents stamps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradlo 
lions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lustt he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends 10 "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Beady Soo- 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 19 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco. Cal 

SEEDS 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

r M.de t. ballS Naw Baalaraa. A trial wilt 1 
make yuu our peruuiiaut cuatoiuer. 

Prlie Collection KAKlMa 1 

11 toe flnaat ; Tarala. T aaaajkSU I Oal... t brat vane- 
I MM I Wi»Ha«.a.w.H..a Mala. nl raned. . lo all. 
* all ARANTEKB TO ei.i w. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

1 to rovar poaUf. and packlnf and ntim thla TalnaVU , 
collcrtloa or •H-.-d. p,..tpald. Uf.lh.r with my big 
In.lrarllta. UmuilTul -...I nnil Plant Hook, 
u. • all about th. Baal ,»i tllaa ol >—,<... Hauta. .tc 

H.W. Buckbee, 1 "' ,U M!I 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the G lS t t Wl Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in lx>ok form by the Blue (Jrnss Blade, making a book of nearly SCO pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Emit Rfeokel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All eharges of j>ostage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
followjts serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 

CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 



The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideais of Education 

By PARKER H. SERCOMBE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, *1.00 *15.00 the hundred 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 56th St., Chicago, 111, 



